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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 06/19/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. Claims 8, 1 1, 33-35 and 37-38 have been canceled in response 
filed on 01/1 1/2007. Claims 1-7, 9-10, 12-32, 36 and 39-63 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-2, 9-10, 12-19, 21-24, 28-31, 33, 36, 42-46 and 50-57 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lunsford et al. (Pub. No: 2002/0065041) in view of 
Kubo et al. (Pub. No: 20040067784) and further in view of Okuyama (Pub. No.: 20010044302) 
and further in view of Lee et al. (U.S. 6216017). 
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Regarding claim 1, Lunsford et al. disclose a method comprising: 

generating a dialing request at a remote control device 12 based on an operation of a 
dedicated control of the remote control device 12, the dedicated control dedicated to generating 
the dialing request to transmit a binary-valued dialing signal to a mobile communication device 
14 (fig. 1, [0057] to [0059]. Specifically, Lunsford et al. disclose the PID 12 can accept input 
from a user, such as selecting a specific contact using contact management program 101, and 
automatically dial a telephone number stored in its memory via a wireless communication with 
telephone 14 . The wireless link 20 enables applications executed on PID 12 (e.g., address book 
program 109) to access the telephone 14 and automatically dial the number stored in the 
application (e.g., within memory 40). The wireless link 20 enables an application executing on 
PID 12 to access telephone 14 , communicate the desired telephone number, and control 
telephone 14 to dial the number and established the telephone call); and 

transmitting the dialing signal from the remote control device 12 toward the mobile 
communication device 14 based on the dialing request, the dialing signal instructing the mobile 
communication device to access a network-based communication service (fig. 1, [0065] to 
[0067]. Specifically, Lunsford et al. disclose a wireless link 20 has been established between the 
PID 12 and the telephone 14 . After establishing, the user can select the desired 
individual/organization to contact. From the list, the user selects the desired contact. After 
selection of the desired contact, the user verifies the specific number to dial. The user confirms 
the wireless autodial to the specific number. The PID 12 is using a wireless communication 
link 20 to transfers the specific number to telephone 14. Subsequently, PID 12 controls 
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telephone 14 to dial the specific number and complete the telephone communication . Thus, 
the user's handheld PID 12 can automatically instruct a cellphone 14 to dial a telephone number 
stored in the PID's memory. It should be noted that in order to dial the telephone number stored 
in the PID's memory, the PID 12 automatically instructs the telephone 14 communicates with a 
network-base communication service and/or a base station, in order to establish a connection 
between the PID 12 and other party), 

wherein the dialing signal includes the telephone number associated with the network- 
based communication service ([0066]. Lunsford et al. disclose step 804, the user confirms the 
wireless autodial to the specific number, for example, as shown in FIG. 6D. In step 805, using a 
wireless communication link (e.g., link 20 of FIG. 5) with the telephone 14, the PID 12 transfers 
the specific number to telephone 14. Subsequently, in step 806, PID 12 controls telephone 14 to 
dial the specific number and complete the telephone communication . It is obvious that the 
specific number is associated with the network communication system or home location register. 
So that the network communication system or home location register authorizes/authenticates a 
connection between the user of PID 12 with a called party. In other word, the network 
communication system or home location register completes the telephone connection between 
the user of PID 12 with a called party); 

receiving audio input at a microphone of the remote control device ([0050]). 

However, Lunsford et al. do not disclose generating a dialing request at a remote control 
device based on an operation of a user interface consisting of a single dedicated control of the 
remote control device; 



Application/Control Number: Page 5 

10/612,970 

Art Unit: 2617 

retrieving a telephone number from a memory of the remote control device, wherein the 
storage of the telephone number to the memory of the remote control device is based on input 
from a provider of a network-based communication service; 

and forwarding the audio input to the mobile communication device for transmission to 
the network-based communication service. 

In the same field of endeavor, Kubo et al. disclose generating a dialing request at a 
remote control device based on an operation of a user interface consisting of a single dedicated 
control of the remote control device (fig. la to fig. lc, [0044] to [0046]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of Lunsford et al. by specifically 
including generating a dialing request at a remote control device based on an operation of a user 
interface consisting of a single dedicated control of the remote control device, as taught by 
Kubo et al., the motivation being in order to easily make contact with a small number of specific 
distant parties, for example between children and their guardians, between children and their 
school or between children and nearby relatives such as their grandparents. For elderly people 
also, it is convenient via portable telephone terminal to be able to easily make contact with a 
small number of specific distant parties. 

In an analogous art, Okuyama discloses retrieving a telephone number from a memory of 
the remote control device, wherein the storage of the telephone number to the memory of the 
remote control device is based on input from a provider of a network-based communication 
service (fig. 1, [0029] to [0031]. Okuyama discloses that the radio base station 2 transmits 
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emergency telephone numbers "S5", which comprise the emergency telephone numbers of the 
police station, the fire department, or the like used on the site and the telephone numbers of the 
embassy to the portable telephone terminal device 1 . The teleportable telephone terminal device 
1 receives the above mentioned emergency telephone numbers "S5 " and formatted text "S6", 
and stores them in the telephone number and others storage area 14a and the formatted text 
information storage area 14b of the storage unit 14, and enters a wait state (an idle mode). When 
the user actually enters the emergency, he or she operates the keypad 15 of the portable 
telephone terminal device 1 to call up the formatted text "S6" corresponding to the emergency 
from the storage unit 14). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of Lunsford et al. by specifically 
including retrieving a telephone number from a memory of the remote control device, wherein 
the storage of the telephone number to the memory of the remote control device is based on input 
from a provider of a network-based communication service, as taught by Okuyama, the 
motivation being in order to help a user when the user encounters an emergency in a foreign 
country. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lee et al. disclose receiving audio input at a microphone of 
the remote control device; and forwarding the audio input to the mobile communication device 
for transmission to the network-based communication service (fig. 1 to fig. 2C, col. 8, line 23 to 
col. 9, line 19 and col. 16, lines 17-50). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of Lunsford et al. by specifically 
including receiving audio input at a microphone of the remote control device; and forwarding the 
audio input to the mobile communication device for transmission to the network-based 
communication service, as taught by Lee et al., the motivation being in order to prevent lose or 
damage the cellular phone. In addition, the remote device contributes to the convenience of the 
user in making or answering a call. 

Regarding claims 2, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method wherein 
the dialing request is initiated by a user manipulation of an access button of the remote device 
([0057] to [0059] and [0064] to [0067]). 

Regarding claim 24, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 45, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 53, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 55, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 57, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 42, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1 and 36 respectively. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose 
the method wherein the dialing signal includes a telephone number associated with the network- 
based communication service, the method further including retrieving the telephone number 
from a memory of the remote control device ([0026], [0057] to [0059] and [0064] to [0067]). 
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Regarding claim 9, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 8. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method further 
including storing the telephone number to the memory before generating the dialing request 
([0026], [0057] to [0059] and [0064] to [0067]). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 9. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method further 
including storing the telephone number to the memory based on input from a user of the mobile 
communication device ([0026], [0057] to [0059] and [0064] to [0067]). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al., Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 9. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method further 
including storing the telephone number to the memory based on input from a provider of the 
network-based communication service ([0060] to [0061]). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 9. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method wherein 
storage of the telephone number to the memory is initiated by the provider of the network-based 
communication service ([0060] to [0061]). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 9. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method wherein 
storage of the telephone number to the memory is initiated by a user of the remote control device 
([0060] to [0061]). 
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Regarding claim 14, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 9. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method further 
including storing the telephone number to the memory based on input from a manufacturer of the 
remote control device ([0060] to [0061]). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 9. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the method further 
including verifying authorization to write to the memory before storing the telephone number 
([0061]). 

Regarding claims 16 and 28, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al., Okuyama 
and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1 and 23 respectively. Further, Lunsford et al. 
disclose the method wherein the transmitting of the dialing signal occurs over a wireless 
connection with the mobile communication device ([0029] to [0036] and [0045] to [0052]). 

Regarding claims 17 and 29, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama 
and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 16 and 28 respectively. Further, Lunsford et 
al. disclose the method wherein the wireless connection is a radio frequency (RF) connection 
([0029] to [0036] and [0045] to [0052]). 

Regarding claims 18, 30 and 43, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, 
Okuyama and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 17, 29 and 36 respectively. Further, 
Lunsford et al. disclose the method wherein the transmitting of the dialing signal occurs in 
accordance with a Bluetooth standard ([0029] to [0036] and [0045] to [0052]). 
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Regarding claims 19 and 31, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, Okuyama 
and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 17 and 28 respectively. Further, Lunsford et 
al. disclose the method wherein the wireless connection is an infrared (IR) connection ([0029] to 
[0036] and [0045] to [0052]). 

Regarding claims 21 and 50, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, Okuyama 
and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1 and 44 respectively. Further, Lunsford et al. 
disclose the method wherein the mobile communication device is a personal digital assistant 
(PDA) configured for wireless communication ([0026] to [0030]). 

Regarding claims 22 and 51, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama 
and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1 and 44 respectively. Further, Lunsford et al. 
disclose the method wherein the mobile communication device is a wireless phone ([0026] to 
[0030]). 

Regarding claim 23, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 36, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 44, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 46, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et 
al. disclose all the limitations in claim 44. Further, Lunsford et al. disclose the mobile 
communication device further including a memory to store a telephone number associated with 
the network-based communication service, the wireless transceiver to use the telephone number 
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to access the network-based communication service in response to the dialing signal ([0056] to 
[0059] and [0064] to [0067]). 

Regarding claim 52, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 54, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 56, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

5. Claims 3-5, 25-27, 39-41, 47-49 and 58-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lunsford et al. (Pub. No: 2002/0065041) in view of Kubo et al. (Pub. No: 
20040067784) and further in view of Okuyama (Pub. No.: 20010044302) and further in view of 
Lee et al. (U.S. 6216017) and further in view of Holt et al. (Pub. No: 200501 13074). 

Regarding claims 3, 25, 39, 47 and 58, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, 
Okuyama and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1, 23, 36, 44 and 56 respectively. 
However, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al., Okuyama and Lee et al. do not 
disclose the method wherein the network-based communication service is a voice information 
service, the voice information service enabling a user to use information retrieval at a network 
server. 

In the same field of endeavor, Holt et al. disclose the method wherein the voice- 
controlled service is a voice information service, the voice information service enabling a user to 
use information retrieval at a network server ([0060] to [0061]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of the combination of Lunsford et 
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al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. by specifically including Holt et al. disclose the method 
wherein the voice-controlled service is a voice information service, the voice information service 
enabling a user to use information retrieval at a network server, as taught by Holt et al, the 
motivation being in order to reduce network costs and can make a speech-recognition and control 
in communication networks more affordable. Additionally, there is another advantage that the 
loss of power or receipt of a physical impact of a mobile station contemplated by the present 
invention does not risk the loss of data as with conventional mobile stations. Moreover, the 
purchase of a new mobile station does not require the user to reprogram data as with 
conventional mobile stations. 

Regarding claims 4, 26, 34, 40, 48 and 59, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et 
al, Okuyama and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claim 1, 23, 36, 44 and 56 respectively. 
However, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. do not 
disclose the method wherein the network-based communication service is a voice dialing service, 
the voice dialing service enabling a user to use number dialing at a network server. 

In the same field of endeavor, Holt et al. disclose the method wherein the network-based 
communication service is a voice dialing service, the voice dialing service enabling a user to use 
number dialing at a network server ([0060] to [0061]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of the combination of Lunsford et 
al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. by specifically including the network-based 
communication service is a voice dialing service, the voice dialing service enabling a user to use 
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number dialing at a network server, as taught by Holt et al, the motivation being in order to 
reduce network costs and can make a speech-recognition and control in communication networks 
more affordable. Additionally, there is another advantage that the loss of power or receipt of a 
physical impact of a mobile station contemplated by the present invention does not risk the loss 
of data as with conventional mobile stations. Moreover, the purchase of a new mobile station 
does not require the user to reprogram data as with conventional mobile stations. 

Regarding claims 5, 27, 41, 49, 60 and 61, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et 
al, Okuyama and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1, 23, 33, 36, 44 and 56 
respectively. However, the combination of Lunsford ct al., Kubo et al., Okuyama and Lee et al. 
do not disclose the method wherein the network-based communication service is an automated 
communication service that does not require voice commands. 

In the same field of endeavor, Holt et al. disclose the method wherein the network-based 
communication service is an automated communication service that does not require voice 
commands ([0060] to [0061]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of the combination of Lunsford et 
al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. by specifically including the network-based 
communication service is an automated communication service that does not require voice 
commands, as taught by Holt et al, the motivation being in order to reduce network costs and 
can make a speech-recognition and control in communication networks more affordable. 
Additionally, there is another advantage that the loss of power or receipt of a physical impact of 
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a mobile station contemplated by the present invention does not risk the loss of data as with 
conventional mobile stations. Moreover, the purchase of a new mobile station does not require 
the user to reprogram data as with conventional mobile stations. 

6. Claims 6-7 and 62-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lunsford et al. (Pub. No: 2002/0065041) in view of Kubo et al. (Pub. No: 20040067784) and 
further in view of Okuyama (Pub. No.: 20010044302) and further in view of Lee et al. (U.S. 
6216017) and further in view of Holt et al. (Pub. No: 20050113074) and further in view of 
Cheung (Pub. No: 2004/0024647). 

Regarding claims 6 and 62, the combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al, Okuyama and 
Lee et al. and Holt et al. disclose all the limitation in claims 5 and 56 respectively. However, the 
combination of Lunsford et al., Kubo et al., Okuyama and Lee et al. do not disclose the method 
wherein accessing the automated communication service results in an automatic playing of a 
prerecorded message. 

In the same field of endeavor, Cheung discloses the method wherein accessing the 
automated communication service results in an automatic playing of a prerecorded message 
([0044]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of the combination Lunsford et 
al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. by specifically including accessing the automated 
communication service results in an automatic playing of a prerecorded message, as taught by 
Cheung, the motivation being in order to notify a customer of the occurrence of an event. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 63, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and 
Lee et al. disclose all the limitation in claims 5 and 56 respectively. However, the combination 
of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. do not disclose the method wherein 
accessing the automated communication service results in an automatic registering of a vote. 

In the same field of endeavor, Cheung discloses the method wherein accessing the 
automated communication service results in an automatic registering of a vote ([0044]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of the combination of Lunsford et 
al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. by specifically including accessing the automated 
communication service results in an automatic registering of a vote, as taught by Cheung, the 
motivation being in order to notify a customer of the occurrence of an event. 

7. Claims 20 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lunsford et al. (Pub. No: 2002/0065041) in view of Kubo et al. (Pub. No: 20040067784) and 
further in view of Okuyama (Pub. No.: 20010044302) and further in view of Lee et al. (U.S. 
6216017) and further in view of Kumar et al. (Pub. No: 2003/0081758). 

Regarding claims 20 and 32, the combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al, Okuyama 
and Lee et al. disclose all the limitations in claims 1 and 29 respectively. However, the 
combination of Lunsford et al, Kubo et al., Okuyama and Lee et al. do not disclose the method 
wherein the transmitting of the dialing signal occurs over a wired connection with the mobile 
communication device. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Kumar et al. disclose the method wherein the transmitting 
of the dialing signal occurs over a wired connection with the mobile communication device 
([0021] to [0022]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the personal information device of the combination of Lunsford et 
al, Kubo et al, Okuyama and Lee et al. by specifically including the transmitting of the dialing 
signal occurs over a wired connection with the mobile communication device, as taught by 
Kumar et al., the motivation being in order to enable personal digital assistant to quickly and 
accurately transmit stored telephone numbers directly to other communication device containing 
a dialing device. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAI A. PHUONG whose telephone number is 571-272-7896. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nguyen Due can be reached on 571-272-7503. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Dai A Phuong/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
Date: 06/30/2008 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



